
The Salt Lake City Department of Public Utilities has enjoyed talking to members of the Greater Avenues 
Community Council area about our upcoming project to upgrade the 5th Avenue and U Street pump station. 
We wanted to take the opportunity to address some of the questions and comments we received, both at 
Community Council meetings, as well as from one-on-one stakeholder discussions:

Can you include design elements that deter people from skateboarding on the pump 
station, and loitering in the area?
The project will evaluate security lighting and skateboard deterrents (mounted brackets, etc.). We will also 
invite the Salt Lake City Police Department to look at our design plans and make suggestions on crime 
prevention measures we could take. 

Are you considering solar panels for the roofing that could feed back into the grid?
Sustainable and alternative energy sources like solar are an important part of the City’s energy portfolio. 
However, in this case, solar panels are not feasible. The small building footprint does not allow for a beneficial 
net metering agreement, and there is not a southern exposure roof plane, so solar production yield would be 
low. 

Why are the new generator and generator housing structure being placed on the 
south side of the existing pump station instead of the north side?
Our design team considered both options, but a northern layout is more invasive to the view plane and is also 
problematic due to overhead powerline clearance, and an existing power pole and power transformer. By 
placing the new structure on the south side, it will be across from 5th Avenue, and there will be less impact to 
the view of nearby residents. We are also taking advantage of the natural slope of the hill - by placing the new 
building on the south (lower) side of the existing pump station, the 15-foot building will not appear as tall as it 
would on the north (higher) side. Finally, the existing pump station is accessed for maintenance from the north 
side and placing the new building there would block that access.

Where can I find a copy of the first conceptual rendering of the proposed generator 
housing structure?
The conceptual rendering was included in our presentation for the Greater Avenues Community Council 
meeting. Send us an email using the contact information below, and we can send you a copy of the slides.

Could you use a natural gas generator?
This is possible, but not recommended. The intent of the emergency generator is to have a steady power 
supply in the event of loss of services. At times of a natural calamity, the supply of natural gas could be 
disrupted. The Department of Public Utilities has used a natural gas generator for a pump station once before, 
but it only served 10 connections. The pump station at 5th Avenue and U Street serves over 4,500.

If you have any additional questions or comments, please reach out to our project team using the contact 
information below.
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